
 

 

Sunderland Selectboard Meeting  

Date: Thursday August 6, 2012 
 

Board Members Present: 

Joe Boutin, Mark Hyde, Jon French, James Ennis, Judy Edmunds 

 

Others Present: 

Pete Luca, Marc Johnson, John Stuermer  

 

Note: 

This meeting was televised by GNAT-TV 

 

Mr. Boutin called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Minutes of the  July 16 , 2012 Meeting: 

 

Mr. Ennis made the motion and Mr. French seconded the motion to accept the minutes of 

this meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Report from the Road Liaison and Highway Forman: 

 

Marc Johnson reported that the work of mowing and ditching should be completed by the 

end of this week.  Time was spent this week removing trees in the road around the Kelly 

Stand.  Next project will be to start the culvert work at Bentley Hill, North Road and 

Laver Lane.  Mr. Johnson informed the board that we will need a replacement disk for the 

mower by next year, but we may need to replace it before the beginning of the next fiscal 

year next July as the current condition puts stress on the mower itself. It was suggested 

that some of this fiscal years surplus might be used to replace it this year. Mr. Johnson 

mentioned that this year we have had to do twice as much mowing as usual. The board 

decided to have Mr. Johnson and Mr. Ennis take a closer look at the mowers condition 

and price out the cost of a new disk and/or other mower repair and maintenance.    

 

Road Reports: 

Mr. Boutin brought up his concern that although Mr. Johnson is providing a satisfactory 

report of work done each week, Mr. Johnson is not providing enough detail in his weekly 

reports of upcoming projects. It was specifically expressed that we feel the road crew is 

doing a great job, but future work reports need to be improved.  Much discussion 

followed in an attempt to come to a more clear understanding of what level of detail the 

board needs in order to answer questions from residents. Mr. Johnson was concerned that 

future road work is somewhat fluid based on weather and unplanned situations such as 

trees down. The board acknowledged this but felt that it was still important to outline 

what is intended to be done, even if last minute changes move some of the work to the 

next week.  One area of concern is that more specific detail of where work is planned on 

being done beyond just the name of the road.  Suggestions included additional parameters 



such as “Sunderland Hill Road between Maggie Run and Dunlop Farm” rather than just 

“Sunderland Hill Road”.  Or “North Road, starting at Bacon Hollow and working South 

for X miles.” It was suggested that a specific form/format be devised for Mr. Johnson to 

use that is designed to provide the level of detail the board needs.  Mr. French offered to 

create this form.  

 

 It was also suggested that Mr. Johnson attend more Select board meetings in order to 

facilitate communication. However, the board did not want to infringe on Mr. Johnson’s 

prior commitment to Monday night meetings for the Fire Department. Mr. Johnson 

offered to attend the first meeting of each Month.   

 

Borough Road and North Road Intersection: 

 

The intersection of Borough Road and North Road continues to be a safety concern.  

Views from both sides are obstructed by small trees and brush. The town ordinance 

requires that there needs to be 150 feet of unobstructed view. The town does have the 

authority to cut brush and trees in the Right of Way.  As informal discussions with the 

home owners has not resulted in any action, it was suggested that a letter needs to be 

drafted and sent to the home owners to inform them that due to safety concerns, their 

trees/brush in the right of way will need to be removed, or the town will do it for them.  

Mr. Hyde made the motion to send a letter to the homeowners, Mrs. Edmunds seconded 

it, the motion carried.   

 

DOT Physicals: 

 

Mrs. Edmunds brought up a bill for Tony’s DOT physical.  Although the town has 

medical insurance, and physical are covered, the insurance company is denying all “DOT 

required physicals”.  The town has paid for these physicals in the past.  The board agreed 

that we will still pay them. Mr. Ennis brought up that his physical was covered by 

insurance because at the time he made the appointment for a physical, he did not mention 

that it was because DOT required it. It is recommended that when physicals are needed, 

employees should follow Mr. Ennis’ example.  

 

FEMA Flood Plain Regulations: 

 

Mr. Boutin reported that at the Joint Select/Planning Board meeting, the FEMA maps 

were approved, however, work will continue on the regulations. There was some 

information that Arlington has found a way to contest part of the maps.  It was agreed 

that the town of Sunderland will ask Arlington details of this compromise in case it is 

something Sunderland would be able to do as well. The next meeting is Thursday, August 

9
th

 at the Sunderland Elementary School.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Building Committee: 

 

The Building C ommittee minutes indicate that the Bid Proposals were in process.  Mr. 

Stuermer brought up that the ads for the bids in the paper were too small and difficult to 

read. Mr. French volunteered to speak to Mr. Williams about it.  

 

Kelly Stand Road Bids:  

 

The committee has not awarded bids yet because one of the specifications has been 

changed.  The specification called for gravel to follow Government Specifications, but it 

has been determined that this gravel is too difficult for the contractors to obtain.  The 

Forrest Service has agreed to accept State Specification Gravel instead.  The Forrest 

Service also needed the contractors to certify that all debris will go to a certified dump.  

The committee expects to get replies next week.  Mr. Ennis brought up that our bid 

should have had a disclaimer indicating that we had the right to reject any and all bids. 

This would indicate that we are not necessarily going for the lowest bid. The board 

agreed that we would do this next time. 

 

Insurance Rates:  

 

Mr. Hyde brought up the subject of the new Insurance rates.  The rate increase is less 

than what we expected.  

 

Mitigation Plan Grants: 

 

Mr. Boutin opened the discussion on these grants. They can be used for bridge repairs 

and upgrades, and do NOT need to be tied to Flooding events/issues.  There was 

discussion by the board whether or not we wanted to work on applying for this grant. We 

would need to get a plan together, but it would take working out additional joint meetings 

with the Planning Board.  When polled on their opinions, all the board members felt we 

should proceed with working on this grant application.  

 

Inter local Agreements Workshop: 

 

The report from this workshop centered on what is allowed in inter-local agreements.  

They can set up between towns for everything, not just for emergency services. Mr. Ennis 

brought up that if we shared town trucks, we should provide the staff to run it, to ensure 

that the equipment is used responsibly and returned in the condition it was lent. 

 

Local Emergency Planning Committee: 

 

The State of VT is looking for 6+ undeveloped Acres, with easy access to RT 7 or 7A for 

their new Police Barracks.  

 

 



 

BCRC: 

 

The BCRC will be starting a study of all hazardous wastes sites in the county.  

 

Misc. 

 

There was concern from the board that some signage needs to be put in place to indicate 

that the bridge from North Road to Borough road is ONE LANE.  It was suggested that 

one sign stating “One Lane Bridge” be posted on North Road heading toward Borough 

Road, and one sign stating “Yield to Oncoming Traffic” on Borough Road heading to 

North Road. (Traffic heading down the hill on the bridge has the right of way).  Mr. 

Ennis mentioned that we may already own these signs and will look into it.  

 

Mr. Boutin  reported that the scope of work submitted for the engineering work as 

rejected because it was not detailed enough. The scope of work was sent back for more 

detail.  

 

With no further business, at 8:02 pm Mr. Boutin made a motion to end the meeting, Mr. 

Hyde seconded, the motion carried.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Judy Edmunds, Selectboard Clerk  


